(參考用) NSC’s New Partnership Program 
for the Connection to the Top Labs in the World
During the last twenty or thirty years, many excellent young Taiwanese scientists, with scholarships offered by foreign countries, have conducted their Ph.D. studies in top laboratories in the world. Many of them decided to stay abroad and continued their research works in these places. These Taiwanese scientists contributed greatly to the global scientific and technological development. Furthermore, their activities provided Taiwan with the opportunity to establish a very strong network with top research institutes around the world and to take part in some world class Big Science Programs. However, the percentage of young Taiwanese willing to spend some years abroad studying or work for outstanding laboratories is now decreasing, and Taiwan will gradually lose its contact with the top institutions in foreign countries.
In order to participate actively in the advanced research work outside Taiwan, the National Science Council is planning to sponsor a new project for young scientists to carry out research works abroad with their foreign partners. The purpose is to establish new partnerships for mutual benefits and to strengthen the cooperative relations and network with first-rate research institutes. 
For the new program, the National Science Council has instructed the 16 Liaison Offices to provide each year a list of 10 to 20 world’s renowned research institutes ready to receive Taiwanese Ph.D. students or Post-doc researchers to carry out joint research projects.  The National Science Council will issue call for proposals each year and select well-qualified candidates. It will also provide the scholarships for these young researchers. 
Content of the program:

1. A visiting research team from Taiwan to conduct cooperative research activities in a foreign research institution under mutual agreements 
In order to enhance cooperative research with world’s leading institutions, the National Science Council will select a team of researchers to go abroad and carry out research work in each designated laboratory of the foreign research institute. 

The team will consist of a team leader of the project and one to three PhD student(s)/post-doc researcher(s). The team leader is in principle the research mentor of the PhD student/post-doc researchers as well as the coordinator with the host institution. Prior to the application to the project, the team leader must contact a pertinent research lab at the host institution to develop a research proposal of mutual interest and to secure research funds and facilities necessary to conduct the proposed research project.   
2. The sponsoring party will cover the required expenses
The National Science Council will cover the expenses for the round trip airfares, living allowance, insurance as well as the scholarship. The stipends of scholarship are about US$ 1700 and US$ 2300 per month for each PhD student and Post-doc researcher, respectively. As for the team leader, in addition to the living allowance and round trip air-tickets, the National Science Council could also provide him/her with funding approved for his/her research work, if any, on a one-time basis. The total funding for research expenses is limited to 4 millions NT dollars (~US $117,640) per year. 
3. Encouraging the Taiwanese PhD students/Post-doc researchers to stay abroad for a longer period 
According to this new program, the PhD student/Post-doc researcher must stay for research work at the foreign research institute for at least 10 months per year. The PI must stay at the cooperative research institute more than three months per year.
The research project can be extended for one additional year to achieve tighter and more stable cooperative relations. 
4. Encouraging the Taiwanese team to develop long-term cooperative projects with its foreign partner
This purpose of the new Program is to encourage talented young Taiwanese scientists to establish longer cooperative programs and relations with leading research institutions worldwide.

Therefore, during the selection process, the past research performance of the team leader, the quality and the compatibility of his/her research with his host laboratory will be critical considerations. In addition, the scientific and/or technological promises of his/her cooperative research projects with his/her host and the prospect of potential long-term partnership will be taken into consideration as important criteria. 

Under this new program, a cooperative research proposal shall be submitted to the National Science Council by a team leader, and the team leader must coordinate with his/her intended host partner to develop the research proposal in order to ensure adequate sharing of research costs with the host institute and securing necessary resources and facilities for the cooperation.
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