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SCHEDULE B--Research

Project Proposal on “New Approaches to East Asian Studies: Building Intellectual Networks across
the Pacific”

The Institute of East Asia Studies at Berkeley, in response to changing research environment and
emerging research questions, aims to create a model for interdisciplinary collaborative research on
important themes in the field. The research topics listed below are to help organize such research and
to build intellectual networks and academic communities in the fields of humanities, social sciences,
and legal studies. With this agenda we seek to advance East Asian Studies internationally,
highlighting its importance both inside and outside of academia.

Themes along which we propose to organize this collaborative research for the next three to five
years include:

1. Sustainable Urban Living

East Asia’s rapid economic growth has led to unprecedented urbanization raising concerns over
environmental sustainability in the region. Collaborative research will focus on the ramifications of
urbanization and economic growth for societies throughout East Asia, stemming in part from
increased demands for energy, growth and urban crowding. Scholars from the fields of architecture
and urban planning, public policy, public health, and planetary science will contribute to
interdisciplinary research designed to shed light on how East Asian societies can continue to grow
while maintaining environmental sustainability and energy security. Scholars from the fields of
literature, history, language, arts, anthropology, sociology and so forth will contribute to
examinations of the cultural and historical dimensions of the East Asian urban experience. These
inquiries will inform understandings of public policy choices and institutional reform possibilities as
scholars explore regulations concerning energy, efficiency, public space, civic culture, quality of
urban living, and so forth throughout East Asia.

2. Nature, Society and Humanities

Beyond the urban centers, the changing landscape has ramifications for nature, society, and the
humanities. Of particular importance is current research in the social sciences and humanities that
sheds light on the social implications and effects of natural disasters. Earthquakes, tsunamis, mud
slides, and other natural disasters have brought devastation and loss of life to the region in recent
years. Drought and famine, both a historical reality, have also led to the need for studies into water
resources and crop sustainability. Current trends in research in the fields of earth and planetary
studies, environmental studies, economic geography, work-place ethnography, political science,
public health, public policy, and history provide insight on the environment and society’s attempts to
control it and/or respond to it. Key questions to be examined include: What has been the
government’s response to these devastating events? How has the government’s role changed
historically in preparing for and warning people in the case of impending natural disasters? What
responsibility does the public sphere play in responding to these disasters? What role do new
communications technologies play in bringing communities together to respond to such disasters?
What is the role of natural disasters in the transformation of modern states? Interdisciplinary research
will provide important insight into the myriad of societal consequences and responses to natural
disasters throughout East Asia.



3. Media, Public and Governance

The rapid advance of new communicative technologies necessitates scholarly exploration into their
impact on East Asia society. While some scholars assert that these new technologies will only
strengthen calls for democracy throughout the region, others question the validity of that claim. Key
questions remain: What are the connections between media and the opening-up of political processes?
What role do new technologies play in media, public and governance? What challenges face the
media as societies undergo rapid urbanization and economic development? How are communicative
capacities influenced by power and money? How do media operate across divergent linguistic
communities? What are the connections between media practices and the formation of communal
identities and consciousness? Interdisciplinary research by scholars in the fields of journalism,
political science, sociology, history, culture, literature and language will provide insight into the
mediation between media, the public and governments across the region.

4, Borders, Boundaries and Networks

Current research challenges the traditional view of looking at East Asia according to nations
separated by physical boundaries and borders. Across East Asia, there are national minorities as
well as frontiers and borderlands from Manchuria to Tibet, from Russia to Japan, in Tibet, Xinjiang,
and Mongolia, in South East Asia, and maritime East Asia, and Taiwan that challenge the nation
state/area studies model of social sciences and the humanities. Shared languages, ethnic ties, and
economic interests present scholars with new ways of organizing people and reveal the realities of
border crossing activities in the region. Urban centers across the region such as Taipei, Shanghai,
Beijing, and Hong Kong have long standing networks linking them to other urban centers oftentimes
outside of their nation state. Links between cities such as Tokyo and Taipei reveal the intensive
activities of populations, capital, and ideas that are common characteristics of such border crossing
activities. Collaborative research will explore issues of boundary-making and border-crossing, of
network-formation and community-formation, of linguistic communities and national communities,
and the salient categories of tension as well as connection.

5. Knowledge, Professions and Economy

During the twentieth century, new systems of knowledge were introduced to East Asia along with
modern institutional forms. Coinciding with the rise of industrial capitalism, universities,
professional associations, political parties, and joint-stock companies changed the way knowledge
was produced and categorized throughout the region. Interdisciplinary research will explore how
knowledge came to be categorized in new ways in East Asia and the connections between organized
bodies of knowledge and economic activities. Scholars will trace the emergence of the social types
(lawyers, journalists, engineers, academics, architects, doctors, and so forth) that came to be
associated with these new categories of knowledge and ask questions such as: What are the forms
and substance of informed and educated lives in modern East Asia? How does knowledge function
in the preparation of the elite in East Asian societies? Collaborative research will highlight the
societal processes underlying the production and circulation of knowledge in an effort to shed light
on the connections between knowledge, professions, politics and economy.

UC Berkeley (The Institute of East Asian Studies) will organize scholarly activities including
workshops, conferences, seminars, visiting lectures and so forth on these themes and foster
collaborative endeavors with Top University Strategic Alliance. UC Berkeley (IEAS) will seek to
involve post-doctoral fellows, visiting scholars, doctoral candidates, and other invited scholars from
Taiwan to participate in these organized research activities.
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