Memorandum of Understanding 
for the Dual Doctorate Degree Program 

between  

NAME OF YOUR UNIVERSITY

and 

National Tsing Hua University

In order to promote student interaction and diversification of the student population, Your University in Country (hereinafter referred to as “XXX”) and National Tsing Hua University in Taiwan (hereinafter referred to as “NTHU”) have agreed upon the Dual Doctoral Degree Program which is based on the Memorandum of Agreement signed between the Presidents of both Universities. This memorandum covers the following items: 

1. Definition of the Dual Doctoral Degree Program

Through the Dual Doctoral Degree program, the XXX and NTHU will accept Ph.D. students from the other University (“Dual-Degree students”). The credits, the research publications, and the presentations at national and international conferences that the Dual-Degree students obtains or passes from his or her University (the Parent University) and the University that he or she is accepted into (the Host University), will be accredited.
2. Responsibility of the Universities
Both Universities will be responsible for accepting the Dual-Degree student and providing adequate support and assistance to the Dual-Degree student in obtaining the degree, after accepting the Dual-Degree student. 
3.
Admission 
3.1
A  candidate  for  the  Dual  Doctoral  Degree  Program  should  apply for admission simultaneously to both institutions under this agreement, or has just been admitted to one of the Universities. 
3.2
In order to be accepted to the Program, the candidate must be admitted to  doctoral studies at both Universities, in accordance with the criteria required by each one of them .

4.
Advisors

The Dual-Degree student will be assigned at least two advisors, at least one from each University.
5.
Course Credits
5.1 As part of the academic requirements for the dual doctorate, the Dual-Degree student has to study at least one graduate course at each University as part of the total number of graduate courses. The total number of graduate courses may vary at the Parent and Host Universities. The Dual-Degree student whose Parent University is XXX will be required to complete a minimum of (Number) credits. The Dual-Degree student whose Parent University is NTHU will be required to complete a minimum of 18 credits beside dissertation to fulfill the degree and University requirement.
5.2
The two Universities will mutually recognize all the graduate courses studied by the Dual-Degree student at both Universities, upon approval by the corresponding department or institute. The Dual-Degree student whose Parent University is XXX can transfer up to (Number) of eligible credits for the degree requirement. The Dual-Degree student whose Parent University is NTHU can transfer up to two-third of eligible credits for the degree requirement.
6.
Duration of Studies

6.1
Studies for the dual doctorate will last up to six years. In special cases and upon recommendation of the advisors, the Universities, by mutual agreement, may increase or decrease the duration of the doctoral studies. 
6.2
The Dual-Degree student must spend at least two semesters studying at each of the two Universities, in accordance with the advisors recommendation. The Dual-Degree student whose Parent University is XXX are expected to spend at (Time) at XXX. And the Dual-Degree student whose Parent University is NTHU are expected to spend at least four semesters at NTHU.
7. Thesis Proposal
The Dual-Degree student must submit his/her thesis proposal at least six weeks in advance of the thesis defense examination.
8. Ph.D. Thesis Defense
8.1 The committee should comprise of 5 to 9 members, including the two advisors,
and one-third from other institutes.
8.2. Thesis should be written, presented and defended in English language. The abstract should be presented in English, XXX and Chinese languages.
8.3 The Ph.D. candidate must have made scientific contributions in the form of either publications in peer review journal or patent applications subject to the recommendation of the supervisors from both Universities.
9. Intellectual property
The intellectual property rights of the thesis, the publication, the use and protection of the research results will be copyrighted in accordance with the specific regulations governed by the IPR policy of both institutions. The specific terms of intellectual property rights will be negotiated on a project-by-project basis between the parties involved in the co-operation agreement.
The number of copies of the thesis to be deposited at each university depends on the respective regulations. 
10. Diploma

The Dual-Degree student who will successfully meet all the requirements of the Dual 
Doctorate Degree Program will acquire two diplomas, one from each the University.
11. Tuition and Insurance
11.1
Tuition fees will be paid to the Parent University and the Dual-Degree student will be exempt from paying tuition fees at the Host University. Nevertheless, it should be emphasized that any other expenses incurred by the Dual-Degree student during the period of his stay at the Host University will be paid by the Dual-Degree student and/or by the Parent University and/or by the Host University, as agreed upon in advance by the Universities.
11.2
The Dual-Degree student will be responsible for arranging health insurance coverage during the period he/she spends at the Host University.
12. Extension and Termination
This memorandum will enter into effect on the date on which it is signed by the representatives of both parties, and is concluded for five (5) years. It will be extended for another five years as long as neither party expresses a will to terminate or modify this memorandum. This memorandum may be terminated by either of the parties to the agreement on a prior notice of 90 days before the end of the respective academic year. Any termination of this agreement will normally specify that Dual-Degree student will be able to complete the Dual Doctoral Degree Program that they have commenced.
13.General 
13.1 CONFIDENTIALITY
If this exchange should involve any confidential information or materials, a separate Non-disclosure agreement will be required. 
13.2 Administrative Expenses

NTHU and [Name of University] shall be responsible for any administrative expenses
respectively.
13.3 Resolution of Conflict and Disputes
In the event of any dispute arising out of or in connection with this memorandum,

both Universities agree to resolve the matter in good faith and if necessary in litigation. 
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(Name)
Title
Name of the University
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	----------------------------------------
Hong-Hocheng
President
National Tsing Hua University
Date:                                     


